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VIETNAM: AN AUSTERE TET 
ANNCR: 

THIS WEEK HOLDS A SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR MILLIONS OF 
PEOPLE IN ASIA...AS WE HEAR IN THIS BACKGROUND REPORT BY VOA'S 
BUI TUAN, 

VOICE: 

THE LUNAR NEW YEAR -- THE YEAR OF THE HORSE -- BEGINS 
TUESDAY CFEBRUARY7). IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, IT WILL BE CELEBRATED 
BY OVERSEAS CHINESE LIVING IN THAILAND, MALAYSIA, SINGAPORE, THE 
PHILIPPINES AND INDONESIA, AS WELL AS BY THE FIFTY MILLION 
VIETNAMESE. IN VIETNAM, THE NEW YEAR'S FESTIVAL IS CALLED "TET," 
A WORD MADE FAMILIAR IN THE WEST BY THE MASSIVE "TET" OFFENSIVE 
TEN YEARS AGO BY COMMUNIST VIETNAMESE FORCES IN SOUTH VIETNAM, 

IN SPITE OF THE BLOODY 1968 TET OFFENSIVE, THE VIETNAMESE -- 
REGARDLESS OF POLITICAL PERSUASIONS AND RELIGIOUS BELIEFS -- 

HAVE ALWAYS REGARDED TET AS A SYMBOL OF PEACE. FOR CENTURIES THE 
LUNAR NEW YEAR WAS HERALDED BY SUMPTUOUS FESTIVITIES, FAMILY 
REUNIONS, PILGRIMAGES TO PLACES OF WORSHIP AND VISITS TO FORTUNE~ 
TELLERS, COMMERCE AND OTHER ACTIVITIES CAME TO A VIRTUAL HALT, 
WHILE GIFTS, RICE WINE, AND MEAT -= A LUXURY FOR MANY == COULD 

BE FOUND EVEN IN THESE POOREST HOMES. IN MANY REGIONS, PARTICULARL 
IN THE SOUTH, THE TET HOLIDAY LASTED DAYS, EVEN WEEKS. 

BUT THINGS HAVE CHANGED, VIETNAMESE PREMIER PHAM VAN DONG'S 
OFFICE ISSUED A DIRECTIVE ON THE OB8SERVANCE OF THE 1978 "TET" 
WHICH CALLED FOR HARD LABOR AND FRUGALITY. AMONG OTHER THINGS, 
THE DIRECTIVE FORBIDS CADRES, WORKERS AND CIVIL SERVANTS FROM 
TAKING ADDITIONAL ANNUAL LEAVE, WHILE CALLING FOR CONTINUOUS WORK 
DURING THE HOLIDAY, THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE, IN THE WORDS OF THE 
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DIRECTIVE, MUST "AVOID SHOWY AND WASTEFUL FORMS OF ENTERTAINMENT, 
MINIMIZE SPENDING AND SAVE GRAIN AND FOOD PRODUCTS," 

THE IMPOSED AUSTERITY IN VIETNAM ON THE OCCASION OF THE LUNAR 
NEW YEAR IS UNDERSTANDABLE, GIVEN THE SUCCESSION OF CROP FAILURES 
WHICH HAVE STRUCK THE COUNTRY. VIETNAM'S FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER 
DONG VIET CHAU TOLD A FOREIGN CORRESPENDENT IN HANOI THAT NATURAL 
DISASTERS HAD REDUCED GRAIN HARVESTS BY MORE THAN TWO MILLION 
TONS. SEVERAL WESTERN NATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL RELIEF AGENCIES 
HAVE COME TO VIETNAM'S ASSISTANCE. THE UNITED NATIONS FOOD 
PROGRAM, FOR EXAMPLE, PROVIDED MORE THAN THIRTY MILLION DOLLARS 
WORTH OF AID LAST YEAR, AND THE UNITED NATIONS FOOD AND 
AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION CFAO) HAS APPROVED AN EMERGENCY GRANT OF 
THREE MILLION DOLLARS IN FOOD AID TO HELP MORE THAN THREE MILLION 
PEOPLE AFFECTED BY THE BAD HARVESTS. 

FOR VIETNAM, THE “YEAR OF THE HORSE" IS UNLIKELY TO BE ONE 
OF ABUNDANCE. NOR, AS MATTERS NOW STAND, WILL IT BE ONE OF 
PEACE. INDEED THE BORDER CONFRONTATION WITH CAMBODIA GOES ON WITH 
NO VISIBLE SIGNS OF AN EARLY RESOLUTION OF THE CONFLICT. MEANWHILE 
ALL DRAFT-AGE VIETNAMESE MALES HAVE BEEN ORDERED TO REGISTER FOR 
POSSIBLE MILITARY CONSCRIPTION. NONETHELESS, THE PARTY PAPER, 
"NHAN DAN," RECENTLY ASSURED ITS READERS THAT THE YEAR OF THE 
HORSE OFFERS MORE PROPITIOUS INDICATORS THAN THE PASSING YEAR OF 
THE SNAKE, 
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